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Another Dynamic Year

The Fall/Winter and Spring seasons of 2025/2026 have been exceptional!
Under the leadership of Kai Leung, the OC Music Director and Conductor, our
choir continues to flourish as an integrated community of choristers who enjoy
learning, embrace musical challenges, and consistently strive for excellence.
There were three successful concerts this year:

December 2025 — Our Winter concert Light, Falling Snow was an exploration
of the sights and sounds of Winter. It was an immersive Winter-themed
concert that combined music, lighting, and visual projections to evoke the
serene beauty and mystique of the season. We were joined by pianist
Nicholas Wanstall and flutist Katie Kirkpatrick as well as a number of talented
guest singers. Our community partner for this concert was Oakville’s Fare
Share Food Bank. We helped to support their good work and the community
by collecting non-perishable food items at the door the day of the concert.

March 2026 — OC'’s pianist Anne Marie
Leonard graciously offered a solo piano
benefit concert and dazzled the audience with
compositions by Rachmaninoff. We also
greatly appreciated the donated photography
contributions of Daniel Fernandez. The
proceeds from the benefit concert and the
photography sales further supported Oakville
Choral. A big thank you again to Anne Marie
and Daniel for their generous support.




April 2026 - Our Spring concert Nature’s Divine Hands celebrated the miracle
of growth and renewal with a variety of beautiful seasonal music. The
centerpiece was Schubert’s Mass in G, a work that beautifully captured
serenity and the uplifting spirit of the season, which was further reflected in
the floral decorations in the Sanctuary. We were joined by soprano Lindsay
Mclintrye and bass Owen Phillipson, a talented string quartet and an equally
talented group of guest singers.

The Oakvillegreen Conservation Association was our community partner for
this concert. As a complement to the concert’s nature theme, they hosted an
information table and shared educational materials and wild seed packets.
We are grateful for the contributions of our partners and OC continues to
welcome, foster, and celebrate community relationships and partnerships.

Behind the Scenes

There are many people and activities that contribute to the success of OC
besides our talented conductor, musicians and choristers. The
behind-the-scenes highlights are listed below in alphabetical order:

Bingo

OC is entering the fourth year of our volunteer participation with Delta Bingo’s
charity fundraising program. We provide two choir members each month who
help with a two-hour Bingo event.



The funds we receive have made a substantial difference to the finances of
our choir, providing a stable source of revenue. Most notably, we have had
the ability to engage professional singers as our section leads. Many thanks
are owed to the choir members who have volunteered for this valuable
fundraiser.

Delta Bingo operates under
direction from the Ontario Gaming
Commission, and welcomes
participation for a variety of
not-for-profit organizations in
Oakville.

We continue to be very grateful for
this opportunity to work with Delta
Bingo. More information at:

https://deltabingo.com/location/oakville/

Board of Directors

OC'’s Board of Directors experienced growth this year, with new support roles
for the Treasurer and Concert Manager and an additional Member-at-large
position. The Board meets monthly and holds an annual general meeting
each Fall season. Our objective is to ensure Oakville Choral remains a
strong, creative, and financially viable not-for-profit organization. We work on
behalf of the membership, to ensure we continue to build a dynamic
community choral organization. While the Board members have confirmed
roles, they individually contribute creativity, time and, sometimes, muscle to
the many activities and initiatives that support the choir.

Sandra Litt, President

Virginia Fletcher, Vice-President

Irma Gonzalez, Secretary

Susan Chan, Treasurer

Julia Lio, Assistant Treasurer

Barbara Nixon, Concert and Publicity Manager
Deborah Macleod, Librarian

Charlotte Sanders, Librarian


https://deltabingo.com/location/oakville/

Martha Lane, Member-at-large, Assistant Concert Manager

Julia Lockhart, Member-at-large

Christine Vernon, Member-at-large, Sponsorship/Fundraising, Bingos
Kai Leung, Ex officio member, Music Director and Conductor

If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate to reach out
by emailing us at oakvillechoral@gmail.com

Celebrating the Upcoming Wedding

OC surprised Kai with a reception following the
April 7 rehearsal to celebrate his engagement
and upcoming wedding in July. Our section
leads Sonya Harper Nyby, Erica Miceli, Joseph
Long Nguyen and Lutzen Riedstra sang, and |
OC President Sandra Litt congratulated Kai
and his fiancé Emily. Joseph was also
instrumental in making sure that Emily
surprised Kai as the special guest.

Thank you to Board members, volunteers and
choristers for making this a successful event.
It was a great opportunity to socialize and wish
Kai and Emily the very best.

Funding

The choir receives revenue from membership fees, ticket sales, community
bingo, generous donations, provincial and municipal grants. Revenue
challenges exist as local and provincial grants are harder to obtain
post-COVID. The overall economic challenges in Canada impact many,
especially not-for-profit charities. This current environment puts additional
pressure on fundraising efforts and the capacity of both organizational and
individual donors to contribute. These factors necessitate additional diligence
and creativity in seeking and securing future revenue resources. While there
will always be revenue challenges in not-for-profit organizations, we are
optimistic that there are opportunities to augment our current funding.
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This Fall, we will be implementing a music printing cost savings plan, and we
are continually exploring opportunities for savings related to promotional and
program materials, as well as other unique revenue generating ideas.

We welcome donations at any time from choristers and the community.
Any amount is greatly appreciated! To donate please go to our website
oakvillechoral.com and click on the DONATE button.

Oakville Arts Council Cultural Grant

Since 1989, the Town of Oakville has provided operating and project grants to
not-for-profit arts organizations. On behalf of the Town, the Oakville Arts
Council administers this process at arms length. Over the past 33 years, 78
cultural organizations in Oakville have benefited from approximately $3.2
million in support. OC annually applies for a Cultural Grant and receives
considerable funding through this process. We are deeply grateful for the
ongoing support of the Town of Oakville and the Oakville Arts Council.

GIVEOakuville

Organized by the Oakville Community Foundation, GIVEOakuville is an annual
giving campaign. OC has participated in this initiative for the last three years.
At their Fall weekend event at Appleby College, visiting public/potential
donors are offered the chance to meet representatives from each charity and
learn about their individual missions. Donors may elect to give funds to
specific charities, causes, and/or donate to an overall fund which is
distributed across all participating charities. The 2025 campaign raised more
than $900,000, and proceeds were distributed among 65 participating
organizations including OC. We greatly appreciate the ongoing support of the
Oakville Community Foundation. Keep an eye out for more details and a
chance to participate in their upcoming Fall campaign at: www.theocf.org

Music Library

With much gratitude and a big thank you to Charlotte and Deborah, our music
librarians, the library contents were significantly culled and a new temporary
storage location was secured. For one year, our library and equipment
storage will be housed at SmartStop Self Storage on Cornwall Road in
Oakville (near the Ford Drive and QEW). The successful move took place
Saturday, May 30th.


http://oakvillechoral.com
http://www.theocf.org

Thank you to the many volunteers, including husbands and partners, who
participated in that fun moving day.

Also, a very big thank you to Scott Funeral Home in Mississauga for their
generous housing of the music library and choir equipment over the last 20
years. Our librarians continue to work hard to creatively ensure OC has
access to the best selections of music.

Please note that this season you will have the option to print your own music

or pay $25.00 to have it printed by OC. The advantages of this new change

will be:

e Printing or paying for your music provides an opportunity for you to mark up

your music as you require and keep the music when the season is done.
OC will save significant costs and time through this new approach.
Details about this music printing change will be included in the summer
registration emails and posted on our website.

Rehearsals, Concert Preparation and Venues

OC volunteers prepare the venues for all the rehearsals and concerts. This
team organizes the rehearsals and ensures that the planning, guest singers
and musicians, venue, technology and equipment, are rehearsal and concert
ready. The same team begins preparing for concert week approximately a
month in advance of each performance. There are also additional OC
volunteers who join the concert team to ensure that concert week and the
performance are a great success.
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Chartwell Baptist Church is the rehearsal venue for OC. We use the
Sanctuary for Tuesday night rehearsals and other rooms in the church for
sectional work and socializing. The church staff are very supportive of OC
and work with the OC concert team to ensure we have what is required for
successful rehearsals. This will be our rehearsal home for the 2026/2027
season.

St John’s United Church has been the concert venue for OC for the past
few years and the church staff work tirelessly to ensure we are successful
during concert week and at each performance. St. John’s is one of the oldest
churches in Oakville and centrally located. The acoustics in the Sanctuary
provide an excellent environment for choral music. This venue will be our
concert home for the 2026/2027 season.

Sponsors

In December, Merriam School of
Music became a OC Presenting
Sponsor. Thank you to soprano Anu
Vinoo, a former student at Merriam,
who made the initial approach to
Merriam, and Mary Ficzere (Head of
Programming) who facilitated the
sponsorship. Our conductor, Kai
Leung, also has great connections
with Merriam. He was a student for
nine years in their various programs. We are very proud to be associated with
this excellent music school. More about Merriam at: www.merriammusic.com

Nuvista Productions, the company owned by Daniel Fernandez, OC bass
chorister, has also been an important sponsor this season. Through Daniel,
the company was able to generously donate iconic music related
photographs for sale. The proceeds of which went to support OC.

We are grateful for our many generous sponsors both organizations and
individuals. For a complete list, visit our website at www.oakvillechoral.com

|/


http://www.merriammusic.com
http://www.oakvillechoral.com

Volunteers

Successful community/membership driven organizations are supported well
by their volunteers and OC is no exception. We are fortunate to have many
volunteers who tirelessly support community/revenue generating activities,
and our rehearsals and concerts. Thank you very much to all of you!

Pauline Bragdon, Alto, Guest Flowers and Bingo

Birgit Brand, Alto, Bingo

Gabriela Dumitrescu, Soprano, Concert Preparation and Church Decorations
Susan Elworthy, Alto, Bingo

Diane England, Alto, Church Decorations and Concert Front of House
James Fletcher, Tenor, Chorister Lead, Concert Support

Lesley Henshaw, Concert Front of House

Jean Kouba, Alto, Bingo

Christina Litt Belch, Concert Front of House Lead

Heather McLennen, Alto, Bingo

David Mutimer, Concert Announcer

Renee Naiman, Soprano, Bingo

Allan Olley, Rehearsal and Concert Team

Linda Rothney, Concert Front of House

Elaine Smyer, Soprano, Bingo

Andrea Trckova, Soprano, Bingo

Eleanor Ty, Alto, Concert Prep Team

Anu Vinoo, Soprano, Bingo and Sponsorship Committee

Looking Ahead to 2026/2027

FALL 2026 PROGRAM

An Ancient Carol - The past can tell us about our future

At the heart of this three-part program is A Ceremony of Carols by Benjamin
Britten, with repertoire from the Renaissance to the modern day. The choir will
be supported by a harpist, oboe player and soprano soloist.

Pt. 1 Listen - Carols from Carols (The Angel Gabriel, In Dulci Jubilo, Coventry,
Adam Lay Ybounden, Noel Nouvelet), Lo How a Rose

Pt. 2 Reflect - A Ceremony of Carols with Soprano soloist

Pt. 3 Change - In the Bleak MidWinter, Three Nativity Carols, Love’s Pure Light

Concert: Sunday, December 6, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.



WINTER/SPRING 2027 PROGRAM

Wander, Soul - You must lose your way

In this collaborative program we will work with poet Martin Gomes, who will
also provide workshops for the choir. A French Horn player will be the special
guest. We plan to sing In Remembrance, You Do Not Walk Alone, Rutter's A
Gaelic Blessing, Nothing Gold Can Stay, Hold Fast To Dreams, Dvorak’s
Going Home, No Time, Childs' Set me as a Seal and Weep No More, If Love
Should Count You Worthy, Weep o mine eyes, Lead Kindly Light, and more!
Concert: Saturday, April 17, 2027, at 7:30 p.m.

Registration

OC'’s returning members can register online now. New member registration
will open to the public August 1st, on a first-come, first-served basis, based
on our capacity in each voice section. You can sign up for one or both terms.
Music PDFs and learning resources are provided online at no charge.

Fees:

e Adult Registration: $150 per term

e Young Adults (ages 18-39): $75 per term

Early Bird Discount: Sign up by August 15 for both terms and save 10%
e NEW: There is a $25.00 fee per term to receive the music printed.

More registration information is on our website at: oakvillechoral/join

Have a great summer...

Thank you to Kai for a successful choral year, and to Anne Marie for her
piano support. Thank you to the many talented guest artists who enhanced
our performances. Last but not least, thank you to the choristers, volunteers
and friends and family who contributed their time, ideas and financial
resources to OC. We are forever grateful. We encourage OC members to
connect, ask questions, provide ideas, and volunteer.

Reach us at: oakvillechoral@gmail.com

C FOLLOW US

https://oakvillechoral.com

https://www.facebook.com/oakvillechoral
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